TOT/^Y  HIS 


Dreaming  big 

Missionary  expects  the 
miraculous  in  Germany 


BRAUNSCHWEIG,  Germany  in  1998,  she  said  that  she  was  a 
(BP)  -  Southern  Baptist  mis-  Christian  and  was  going  to  help 
sionary  Martha  Moore  doesn’t  people  explore  who  God  is.  The 
waste  time  dreaming  small.  The  person  responded,  “Good  luck! 
Southern  Baptist  missionary  Do  you  know  where  you  are? 
from  Tampa,  FI.,  has  learned  You're  in  East  Germany.  No- 
to  fully  expect  that  God  will  do  body  cares  about  God  here.  You 
something  miraculous.  don’t  have  a  chance. " 

Without  question,  she  ex-  Not  one  to  back  down  from 
pects  that  wffl  happen  tonight  a  challenge,  that’s  all  Moore 
when  her  apartment  in  north-  needed  to  hear.  Her  big  dream 
em  Germany  will  be  filled  with  too*  shape 
students,  some  excited  to  be  Seeking  out  the  few  Chris- 
wrth  other  believers  and  some  tians  8he  could  find,  she  started 
still  wondering  if  this  Christian-  building  relationships  among 
S'  *!L5re  heanng  aboUt  Ca"  ™Hege  students  in  Jena.  Fel- 
be  trusted.  lowship  dinners  led  to  discus- 

Moore  fills  her  table  with  a  sions  about  the  Bib,e  ^ 
traditional  German  abendbrot  out  Ubles  ftji  <rf  sandwiches 
a  meal  of  bread,  sausage,  and  bears,  Moore 

chcmv  Miejmows  therewont  .xnangd  ha»r  apartment  to  any- 

their  spiritual  questions. 

Even  before  she  had  an  es¬ 
tablished  campu§  ministry,  she 
could  see  her  prayers  being  an¬ 
swered.  ‘I  trust  God  and  pray 
that  He  will  put  people  in  my 
path  that  are  seeking  and  that 
want  to  know  Him.’ 

Within  two  years  erf  begin¬ 
ning  her  ministry  in  Germany, 


■Reamers  feel  welcome  in 
Pemingly  effortless  German. 

This  is  the  way  she  approach¬ 
es  each  day  of  ministry,  expect- 


__  i  iuiiuaiiy,  cajat.1- 

tag  trig  things  from  Goa. 

After  graduating  from  South¬ 
western  Seminary  in  Ft  Worth, 
Moore  cut  her  teeth  doing  stu¬ 
dent  ministry  in  the  university 
hubs  of  Vancouver,  Canada, 
and  Los  Angeles. 

When  asked  why  she  had 
come  to  live  in  Jena,  Germany, 


REACHING  STUDENTS  -  Southern  Baptist  Missionary  Martha  Moore  (wearing  green 
sweater)  folks  with  students  at  a  Connexxion  event  in  her  apartment  in  Braunschweig,  Germs 
ny.  Moore  started  Connexxion,  a  campus  evangelism  ministry,  in  2000  on  one  East  German 
campus.  Today  the  supervises  teams  in  three  German  cities  and  one  in  Spain.  (BP  photo) 


‘The  American’  stands 
for  Christ  among  Scots 


GLASGOW,  Scotland  (BP)— If  at  a  ca ft,  or  Bible  study  in  her 
you  listen  to  Gena  Wilaon  imi-  apartment.  At  first,  “the  Amer- 
fote  the  Scottish  brogue,  you’ll  lean'  was  just  a  cool  novelty 
think  she  was  bom  in  Glasgow,  to  hang  out  with,  but  she  s  be- 
After  17  years,  the  woman  from  come  more  like  a  mother  figure 
Beaufort,  S.C..  can  speak  in  a  *°  *°me  ^troubled  youth 
Scottish  accent  that  even  the  in  her  neighborhood, 
locals  mistake  as  their  own. 

AnfericatT^  vdio'for  SE^Sted  Mm.  When 

Amencan,  who forsome mex-  her  reai  name)  was 

plicable  reason  chose  to  hve  in  beaten  up  by  her  boyfriend 

one  of  die  dt/s  poorest  areas.  and  needed  a  safe  place  to  go 

Now,  she  s  just  known  to  them  in  the  mi<ldie  „f  the  night,  she 

as  Gena  —  a  friend,  a  mentor,  went  to  Wilson’s  flat. 

and  follower  of  Jesus.  When  the  mother  of  Jessica 

She’s  led  assemblies  at  the  (not  her  real  mime)  was  threat- 

local  high  school,  but  most  ening  to  throw  herself  out  of 

teenagers  there  have  gotten  to  _ 

know  her  over  t  basketball  or  ua  scots  on  p  9 

volleyball  game,  hamburgers 


FRIENDS  —  In  a  local  restaurant  in  Glasgow.  Scotland. 
Southern  Baptist  missionary  Gena  Wilaon  (left)  shares  a 
laugh  with  Graeme  McKelvie.  a  law  graduate  of  the  Universi¬ 
ty  of  Glasgow  whom  she  hus  mentored  since  his  high  school 
days.  Gena  says  she  loves  Graeme,  a  believer,  like  a  son  and 
prays  for  him  to  turn  to  Christ  when  he  has  thoi  phts  of  stray¬ 
ing  from  the  faith.  (BP  photo) 


Church 


A  very  special  anniversary 


Ihe  Woman's  Missionary  Union 


i(WMU)  auxiliary  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  and  the  Lottie 
Moon  Christmas  Offering  are  celebrat- 
ingtheir  125th  anniversary  this  year! 

The  first  missions  offering  for 
international  missions  was  the  result 
of  pleas  from  Southern  Baptist  mis¬ 
sionary  Lottie  Moon  to  the  women  of 
the  churches  to  send  more  workers  to 
China  to  help  share  the  Gospel  with  so 
many  who  had  never  heard. 

The  goal  was  set  to  gather  enough 


Guest  opinion 

with  Wanda  S.  Lee 


For  example,  Amanda  Mellot  knew 
God  was  calling  her  to  missions  during 
her  years  in  GAs  and  Acteens,  the  mis¬ 
sions  education  program  for  teen  girls. 
“I  knew  I  loved  Jesus  and  that  there  are 
people  in  the  world  who  didn’t  know 
Him,”  she  shares.  ‘I  was  burdened  at  a 
young  age  for  lost  people  in  the  world. 
GAs  ana  Acteens  were  the  foundation 
of  my  life;  I  knew  I  wanted  to  be  part  of 
what  was  going  on  in  the  world  as  God 
uses  His  church  for  His  renown.” 

Currently  serving  as  a  journey¬ 
man  in  East  Asia  for  the  International 
Mission  Board  (IMB)  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention,  Amanda  says, 

‘In  GAs,  I  received  a  foundation  of 
what  the  Bible  says  about  missions.  I 
learned  a  lot  about  missionaries  and 
what  they  do  around  the  world  to  share 
the  Gospel.  Then  in  Acteens,  I  got  to 
put  my  knowledge  to  practice  as  we 
went  out  into  the  community  and  on 
missions  trips.” 

Looking  back,  she  realized  “it  is 
important  to  encourage  girls  as  they 
grow  in  their  relationship  with  Christ... 
to  follow  what  He  says  even  if  it  goes 
against  norms  of  society.  GAs  and 
Acteens  are  where  I  was  encouraged  to 
honor  God  with  my  life  no  matter  what 
avenue  ia  taken. 

This  age  In  a  girl's  life  is  so  critical 
for  how  she  will  be  when  she  leaves  her 
family,  goes  to  college,  or  goes  off  to 
work.  Wnen  she  is  firmly  planted  in  the 
world,  she  will  remember  the  truth  of 
who  God  is  when  pressures  of  this  life 
are  faced." 

IMB  missionary  Susie  Rain  started 
her  missions  journey  in  Mission 
Friends,  then  GAs  and  Acteens.  She 
says  Bible  verses  ‘memorized  as  a  GA 
still  pop  into  my  brain  when  I’m  out 


Guard  duty 


money  to  send  two  women,  but  when 
the  receipts  were  counted,  there  was 
enough  for  three.  While  the  offering 
that  began  in  1888  did  not  carry  the 
name  Lottie  Moon  until  1918  —  six 
years  after  her  death  —  the  purpose  of 
the  offering  was  closely  tied  to  the  rea¬ 
son  WMU  organized. 

The  women  had  heard  the  stories  of 
missions  life  through  the  testimonies 
and  letters  of  Lottie  Moon  and  other 
missionaries.  They  realized  the  needs 
were  great  and  God  was  calling  them  to 
do  more,  and  so  they  organized. 

Those  early  documents  reveal  “the 
women  of  the  churches  connected 
with  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention, 
desirous  of  stimulating  the  missionary 
spirit  and  the  grace  ofgiving  among  the 
women  and  children  of  the  churches, 
and  aiding  in  collecting  funds  for  mis¬ 
sionary  purposes ...” 

They  organized  to  increase  sup¬ 
port  for  our  missionaries  and  to  raise 
awareness  of  missions  needs  within 
the  churches. 

It  wasn’t  long  before  the  need  for  a 
systematic  way  of  educating  our  chil¬ 
dren  emerged,  first  with  children  (Sun¬ 
beams),  then  among  the  boys  (Royal 
Ambassadors,  or  RAs)  and  then  among 
the  girls  (Girls  in  Action,  or  GAs). 

Southern  Baptist  churches  had  a 
full  program  of  ongoing  education  for 
the  purpose  of  missions.  The  impact  of 
those  early  decisions  can  best  be  seen  in 
the  lives  of  people  since  that  day,  both 
those  who  were  called  and  went  to  the 
missions  field,  and  those  whose  lives 
were  changed  as  they  heard  the  stories 
of  Jesus. 

To  this  day,  missionaries  often  share 
the  influence  of  missions  education  on 
their  personal  call  to  missions  sendee. 


issues  that  could 
start  would  be  to 
ion.  Keeping  Your 


’  1  Tfe  tend  to  read  about  church 
negligence  in  faraway  places 

f  ▼  and  in  other  denomine-  m _ m _ _  _ 

ins,  and  comfort  ourselves  with  the  Church  Out  of  Court,  a  step-by-step 

ought  that  it  couldn't  happen  here.  manual  available  for  a  small  charge 
ot  in  our  back  yard.  Not  m  the  Bible  from  the  Pastor/ leadership  Develop- 
dt  Not  in  Mississippi.  Not  in  a  Mis-  ment  Department  of  the  Mississippi 

isippi  Baptist  churcn.  Baptist  Convention  Board. 

Think  again.  All  of  us  would  like  to  Topics  covered  in  the  manual  in- 
ilieve  problems  crop  up  at  a  mini-  dude  Church  Organization  and  CXiera- 
um  among  our  own  churches,  and  ban;  Church  Liability;  Deasion  Makers 
at’s  probably  true  — but  one  misstep  Liability  and  Protection;  Employment 
too  many  when  there  are  resources  Law;  Taxes  and  Governmental  Compti- 
help  prevent  such  failures.  Churches  ance;  and  a  number  of  model  forms 
at  are  slack  in  their  vigilance  or  lazy  such  as  articles  of  incorporation,  how 
their  planning  will  find  out  the  hard  to  craft  a  church  constitution,  volunteer 
ly  that  lawsuits  and  bad  publicity  do  worker  applications,  and  a  child  abuse 
rppen  to  Mississippi  Baptist  church-  prevention  pohey  checklist, 
that  are  unprepared.  No  system  is  perfect  and  no  plan  is 

The  lessons  to  be  learned  from  the  flawless,  but  every  Mismtopi  Baptist 
itholic  Church’s  shortcomings  and  church  should  take  the  actions  necessary 

e  Penn  State  scandaL  to  name  only  to  shield  our  precious  ministries  from 

•ouple  of  really  bad  situations,  are  evergrowing  dangers  in  our  midst, 

anifold.  One  eminent  lesson  for  us  Tie  consequences  of  letting  down 


vulnerable  —  and  possibly  as  unpre¬ 
pared  —  as  was  Penn  State  It  doesn’t 
have  to  be  that  way. 

There  are  concrete  steps  that  * _ _ _ 

churches  can  take  to  shrink  the  risk  Jackson  (800)748-1651,  ext  305. 

almost  to  zero.  First,  qualified  legal  E-mail:  ctsylor@mbcb.org. 

counsel  should  always  be  on  canto  deal  Get  started  today. 
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First  person:  God  can  work  miracles  in  every  life 


wait  to  talk  to  you!”  she  said  “You 
won’t  believe  what’s  happened 
with  Steven!  He’s  going  to  be  a 
missionary  to  Japan!" 

Over  a  meal  the  next  day, 
she  and  Tim  shared  the  rest  of 
their  story.  At  age  is  in  Uru¬ 
guay,  Steven  felt  God’s  call  to 
Japan.  No  Japanese  people 
lived  in  Salto,  so  Steven  start¬ 
ed  trying  to  learn  Japanese  an 
his  own.  Iracema  bought  him  a 
Japanese  phrasebook,  and  be 
soon  mastered  all  of  it. 


Inside  a  small  Buddhist  tem¬ 
ple  in  Shiojiri,  Japan,  23-year- 
old  missionary  Steven  Kunkel 
sits  at  a  grand  piano  and  plays 
one  of  his  original  compositions 
called.  Creation. 

Seated  on  the  floor  nearby,  a 
Buddhist  woman  listens  to  the 
music,  enthralled  She’s  die  care¬ 
taker  of  the  temple  and  an  adjoin¬ 
ing  Buddhist  training  center  and 
she’s  giving  Steven,  our  Interna¬ 
tional  Mission  Board  (IMB)  me¬ 
dia  crew,  and  a  Japanese  pastor  a 
tour  of  the  place. 

“  '  ipromptu  concert  devel- 
Steven  spots  the  Yama- 


'He  couldn't 


Japan,"  she  recalled 

The  next  year,  IMB  transferred 
the  KunkeLs  to  Paraguay,  where 
many  Japanese  immigrants 
live.  Steven  attended  a  Japanese 
school,  served  in  a  Japanese- Par¬ 
aguayan  church,  ana  learned  to 
speak  and  read  Japanese. 

In  2011  Steven  visited  Japan 
with  family  friend  Jonathan 
Yao,  and  that  trip  opened  the 
door  for  him  to  serve  as  a  vol¬ 
unteer  missionary  there. 

Three  weeks  after  seeing  the 
Kunkels  in  Chile,  I  flew  to  Para¬ 
guay  to  attend  Steven's  com¬ 
missioning  service  at  a  Japa¬ 
nese-  Paraguayan  house  churdi 
in  Asuncion. 

"I’ve  felt  today  that  so  many 
questions  about  Steven’s  autism 
nave  been  answered  like  a  veil 
is  being  lifted  from  my  eyes  and 
I'm  seeing  things  through  God’s 
eyes,"  Iracema  told  me  after  the 
service.  “I'm  thinking.  ’For  this 


ops  after  Steven  spots  the  Yama¬ 
ha  piano  and  asks  the  woman’s 
permission  to  play  it  for  her.  She 
watches  and  listens,  transfixed, 
as  Steven’s  fingers  glide  across 
the  keyboard 

When  he  finishes,  she  wants  to 
hear  more.  His  next  song,  another 
original  called  The  Battle,  leaves 
her  equally  captivated 

Listening  to  Steven's  music,  I 
feel  my  own  heart  stir  a  bit,  too. 
I  remember  the  first  time  I  heard 
him  play  these  songs  a  half  a 
world  away  in  Asunddn,  Para¬ 
guay.  It  was  the  day  after  he  was 
commissioned  by  his  church  as  an 
independent  missionary  to  Japan. 

Steven  sat  at  the  piano  in  his 
parents'  home,  sharing  his  mu¬ 
sic  with  family  friend  Jonathan 
Yao,  IMB  photographer  Rebecca 
Springer,  and  me.  As  Steven's 
moving  melodies  filled  the  living 
room,  I  glanced  at  his  parents, 
IMB  missionaries  Tim  and  Irace¬ 
ma  Kunkel,  who  listened  nearby. 
The  joy  in  their  eyes  told  a  story  I 
started  writing  more  than  13  years 
ago,  when  Tim,  an  American,  and 
Iracema,  who  grew  up  in  Brazil, 
were  IMB  missionaries  in  Salto, 
Uruguay.  I  worked  as  a  writer  at 
[MBs  home  office  in  Richmond 
Va.,  but  I  knew  God  was  calling  me 
to  serve  overseas  as  a  missionary. 

“There’s  no  way  I’ll  go,"  I  told 
God  I  loved  traveling  to  the  mis¬ 
sion  field  reporting  stories  about 
missionaries  and  their  families, 
but  go  myself  as  a  missionary? 
"Please  don’t  make  me  do  this," 


AUTISM  NO  BARRIER  —  Steven  Kunkel  (right)  watches  a  Buddhist  monk  ringing  a  bell  outside 
a  shrine  in  Narai-juku,  a  preserved,  historic  town  on  the  edge  of  Shiojiri,  Japan.  Steven,  who  is 
autistic,  felt  called  to  Japan  as  a  15-year-old  missionary  kid  in  Uruguay.  Seven  years  later,  he  began 
serving  Ss  a  volunteer  missionary  in  Shiojiri,  a  small  city  in  Japan's  Nagano  province.  (IMB  photo) 


GOSPEL  FOR  KIDS  -  Volunteer  missionary  Steven  Kunkel 
(top  of  circle),  son  of  Southern  Baptist  missionaries  in  South 
America,  teaches  a  Saturday  Bible  study  for  children  at  Jesus 
the  Gospel  Church  in  Shiojiri.  Japan.  At  age  five,  Steven  couldn't 
speak  because  of  autism  but  today,  he  speaks  four  languages 
including  Japanese  and  is  learning  five  more.  (IMB  photo) 


I  had  every  excuse  in  the  book  mental  brain  disorder  that  causes  trying  to  help  Steven  and  their 
and  voiced  each  one  of  them  to  problems  in  communication,  be-  two  older  children  become  all 
God  Often.  "Forget  it.  Lord,"  I  ac-  havior,  and  social  interaction.  God  created  them  to  be.  At  the 
tuaBy  prayed  “I  don't  have  what  it  "ft  was  like  I  lost  one  child  same  time,  they  shared  the  Gos- 

takes.  What  does  it  take?  and  then  another  one  was  bom,"  pel,  trained  Uruguayan  church 

In  the  midst  of  that  struggle,  recalled  Iracema,  whose  great  leaders,  and  helped  Uruguayan 
I  spent  a  week  with  the  Kunkel  grandparents  were  saved  in  the  Baptists  start  churches, 
family  in  Uruguay  on  assignment  1880s  through  the  ministry  of  Because  Uruguay  offered  few 
for  what  then  was  IMB's  The  Southern  Baptist  missionaries  to  educational  programs  for  people 
Commission  magazine.  Steven  Brazil,  “bait  I  knew  God  had  a  plan  with  autism,  Iracema  studied 
was  just  10  years  old  His  older  for  Steven."  special  education  so  she  could 

brother  John  Glenn  was  12.  Their  "At  first  I  thought,  'Let’s  just  teach  Steven  herself.  Soon,  God 
older  sister  Julia  had  already  left  pack  up  and  go  home,”  admit-  opened  doors  for  sharing  Christ 
home  for  college.  ted  Tim,  "but  then  I  realized  with  Uruguayan  families  affected 

Down-to-earth,  authentic,  and  that  when  God  called  us  to  mis- 
fun,  Tim  and  Iracema  opened  sions,  He  knew  the  children  we 
their  home  to  an  IMB  photog-  were  going  to  have.  He  allowed 
rapher  and  me  that  week.  In  an  this  to  happen,  and  He  has  a 
interview  IT  never  forget,  the  purpose  in  this." 
couple  shared  candidly  what  they  The  Kunkels  saw  that  pur- 


the  Kunkels’ 
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aB  aerve  Christ.  Your  daily  guidebook  is 

pared  and  is  available  for  $1.50.  Each  Jay 
in  2014,  there  will  be  a  verse  of  Scripture 

with  which  you  can  begin  your  day  that 

points  to  some  aspect  of  health  and  whole¬ 
ness  either  spiritually,  physically,  mentally, 
or  emotionally.  It  also  includes  a  brief 
action  statement  that  can  encourage  you 


to  your 


health  in  one  of  those  fciir  areas.  It  is  no* 
just  a  New  Year’s  resolution  moment  It  is 
a  commitment  to  ask  God  every  day  to  help 
make  a  difference  in  your  overall  health, 
one  piece,  ooe  moment,  and  one  decision  at 


like  the  Black  Plague.  In  America,  most  of 

our  devastating  plagues  haw  been  at.M ici-  BBfaMlI. 

.itnl  with  tli.  •  Hitbr.-;,K-  or  -he  airtH-i|«t«s! 

outbreaks  that  have  caused  people  to  be 

afraid.  Strangely  though,  today  America  — 

is  faring  a  plague  that  very  few  people  I  U  rv  L 

notice  or  acknowledge.  It  is  a  sdf-imposed  ^  J 

plague.  It  is  a  crisis  of  our  own  making. 

Recently,  I  was  listening  to  a  lecture  by  a  4. 

doctor  who  was  describing  what  was  taking  that  has  been  around  a  long  time.  The 
place  in  America.  He  sakfthat  we  have  list  is  extensive  and  almost  endless,  but  it 

crossed  a  tipping  point  in  the  last  few  years  afl  points  to  the  fact  that  often  times  we 
into  a  new  heami  crisis  that  had  been  seen  can  do  something  about  our  condition, 
coming  but  that  has  finally  arrived  For  the  While  people  do  get  hing  cancer  without 

first  time,  we  now  have  more  people  with  smoking,  it  is  a  fact  that  the  number  one 

non-communicable  diseases  than  we  have  contributor  to  lung  disease  is  smolong. 

people  with  communicable  diseases.  Then  Look  at  all  of  the  problems  and  com  nhca 
hewent  on  to  talk  about  how  most  of  these  tions  that  come  to  individuals,  families, 
diseases  are  the  type  which  someone  else  and  society  because  of  substance  abuse 
cannot  catch  from  us.  For  the  most  part,  whether  it  is  alcohol,  the  abuse  of  pre- 
we  have  participated  in  the  development  of  scripbon  medication,  or  the  general  run 
the  disease  within  us.  of  trie  mill  problems  that  come  because 

You  could  probably  write  down  most  we  eat  too  much  and  exercise  too  little.  II 
of  these  diseases  from  your  own  expert-  all  directs  us  to  the  fact  that  somehow  am 
ence  with  friends,  family,  or  information  someway  there  needs  to  be  a  day-by-day 


these  calendars  for  their  members.  Pasters 
will  be  speaking  to  these  issues  sprinkled 
throughout  the  year.  You  may  ask  why  the 
focus  on  this  kind  of  effort?  Because: 

L  The  Lord  cares  about  your  good  health. 

2.  Here  in  Mississippi  we  have  allowed 
so  many  bad  health  practices  to  become 
commonplace  that  we  do  not  pay  any  at¬ 
tention  to  them. 

3.  Without  a  doubt,  the  Lord  wants  you 
and  me  to  be  the  best  that  we  can  be. 

So,  now  it  is  up  to  you  and  me  to  sin- 
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ya,  served  on  ;  lT.fl  I  to  join  he  family  in »  ^ 
staff  of  a  South-  “Ronnie  and  his  family  moved  rnHi 

ot  Baptist  f9s  to  Benghazi  to  teach  high  school  God  I 

church  in  Texas  j  chematiyand  tobe 

before  moving  to  the  Libyan  people...,  artate-  that  1 

£ubya  SMITH  merit  from  Austin  Stone  Church  ands 

Austin  Stone  stated.  “Ronnie’s  neatest  desire  Sr 

Community  Church  in  Austin  is  was  for  peace  and  proapeityjn  draa 
affiliated  with  the  Southern  Bap-  Ubya  and  for  the  people  of  Libya  uwpi 
fists  of  Texas  Convention  and  Acts  to  have  the  wy  of  knowing  God  He 
29,  an  independent  church  plan*-  through  Christ 

iMnetworkSmith  was  director  of  A  profle  of  Snuffi  m  the  ““ 
equipping  and  resources  at  Austin  church  webate  identified  hmas  M, 
StaoeCnurch  from  2009-11,  and  a  deaeon  ami  a  nafive  of  M**  ^ 

before  that  he  aerved  for  two  years  gap  who  had  been  mamed  for  10  we 
as  2  pastoral  intern.  year*.  In  the  profile,  Smith  hated  00N 

Hoone  immediately  daimed  Minnesota  pastor  John  Pyer  as  mefi 
responsibility  for  Smith's  Dec.  5  his  hero  because  God  uaedPiper  muc 
murder,  but  Islamist  militant*  to  introduce  hrroto  the  writings  ooi< 
in  October  had  called  for  the  kid-  of  Jonathan  Edwards  and  to  "rip 
napping  of  U.S.  citizen*  in  Libya,  teach  him  the  meaniM  and  the  A 
Hospital  officials  said  the  teacher  joy  of  the  supremacy  ofOinrt  in  pre* 
hadheenahot  multiple  times.  »« things.'  „  ...  . ,  Zr. 

His  death  came  15  mouths  On  ffie  same  page.  Snath  said 
after  an  attack  on  the  U.S.  Coo-  if  he  could  spend  an  euemng  with  J"* 
sulate  in  Benghazi  killed  four  anyone  who  lived  in  the  part  tooo 
Americans,  induding  U.S.  Am-  years,  he  would  choore  Jonathan 
bassador  Chris  Stevens.  That  Edwards  because  Edwards  un-  8™ 
attack  remains  mired  in  contro-  deratood  *thrt  God  gave  ua  nunds 
versy  about  how  the  UA  gov-  for  the  [sole]  purpose  of  glorifying 
eminent  handled  the  response  Him-.  As  a  man  of  supreme  Intel-  ™ 
to  the  incident  lect  and  prestige,  he  was  refresh- 

Grieving  friends  on  opposite  ingly  humble  and  note 
sides  of  the  globe  remembered  In  recounting  his  life  story  on 
Smith,  33.  as  a  devoted  teacher,  the  profile  page.  Smith  wrote. 
family  man.  and  Christian.  was  raised  in  the  church  from  tne 

Smith  held  a  master's  degree  time  I  was  an  infant  It  was  only 
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Penningtons  travel  winding  road  to  Peru  mission  field 

RICHMOND,  Va.  (IMP/  -  Brian  from  a  city,  so  we  thought  well,  _  and  meeting  Patricia  was  part  of 

and  Jennifer  Pennington  knew  we  can  do  50,000  people.  Hiat’s  God  s  larger  plan  for  reaching  the 

God  was  calling  them  to  be  mis-  still  dty-ish."  ^  .  lost  in  the  Peruvian  mountains, 

sionaries,  and  that  was  pretty  Just  one  week  before  mov-  yjj  The  Penningtons’  involve- 

much  the  extent  of  their  plan.  ing  from  Costa  Rica  to  Peru,  '  ment  in  that  man  was  made  pos- 

When  the  coupk;  from  Fort  the  Penningtons  were  surprised  W  Wy  sible  by  Southern  Baptists  sup- 

Worth,  Texas,  and  their  two  again.  Their  future  supervisor,  P°rt.  Moon 

young  sons  arrived  at  the  Inter-  wno  had  originally  wntten  the  i.  Christmas  Offering  and  the  Co¬ 
national  Mission  Board  (IMB)  job  request,  lived  in  Huaraz,  but  operative  Program, 

candidate  confere/ice  for  new  the  Penningtons  would  actually  the end>  dehnitelv 


FINALLY  THERE  -  Southern  Baptist  missionaries  Brian  sionanes,  Brian  said,  and 

(back,  right)  and  Jennifer  (back,  second  from  right)  Pen-  w  g™1*  *5"“  Javc  ,a  •“***}£ 

nington  and  their  sons.  Jordan  (front,  left)  and  Trevor  took  a  I^X 

circuitous  route  to  their  place  of  service  in  a  small  village  in  .  ed  t  lik  '  it  wa^fUDDOsed 
Peru,  but  they  finally  landed  there  through  the  leading  of  God  tQ  ^  but  we.ve  aiwavsPtaken 
and  support  from  the  Lottie  Moon  Christmas  Offering  and  the  comfort  ,n  the  fact  that  God 
Cooperative  Program.  (IMB  photo)  knew  the  whole  time  how  it  was 

share  the  Gospel  with  others  in  the  Gospel  to  other  Peruvian  g°^^asn-t  a  surprise  to  Him, 
their  community.  villages  where  Quechua  would  and  wc  ieame(i  to  trust  Him 

"The  presence  of  [the  Pen-  be  a  major  obstacle  for  most  jnthat.” 
nington  family]  is  something  North  American  missionaries.  Recently,  God  surprised  the 
that  attracts  attention  of  the  Patricia,  a  passionate  evange-  penningtons  once  again.  After 
people  here,  because  they  are  list  and  promoter  of  Bible  story-  three  and  a  half  years  of  service 
foreigners,"  Patricia  said.  “It  is  ing,  has  also  invited  members  ;n  chavin  de  Huantar,  they  felt 
a  blessing  to  have  brothers  here  of  her  former  church  in  Lima  to  foe  Lord  leading  them  to  a  new 
where  we  live,  to  be  able  to  talk  make  missions  trips  to  villages  mission  assignment.  Working 
with  them,  to  discuss  the  Word.  around  Chavin.  She  encourages  vhfo  local  Peruvian  believers 
-The  people  here  accept  them,  them  to  use  storyingas  a  primary  and  U.S  “partner"  churches,  the 

but  they  are  curious  aa  to  why  m^hod  of  evangelism.  couple  now  helps  with  training, 

they  are  here.  When  we  go  out  “My  prayer  request  is  to  reach  logistical  support,  and  strategy 
with  them  to  small  comm  uni-  the  whole  community,"  she  said,  in  an  effort  to  plant  churches  in 

ties  everyone  exclaims,  ‘Gringos!  “I  offer  this  community  to  the  more  than  too  communities 

Look,  gringos!-”  Lord,  so  that  we  can  see  souls  across  Peru. 

As  the  group  grew,  Brian  come  to  the  Lord  and  know  the  In  other  news  for  the  Pen- 
began  teaching  oral  Bible  sto-  Word,  and  meet  with  us."  nington  family,  missionary  kids 

rying  as  a  way  of  sharing  the  "I  think  she  realizes  story-  Jordan  and  Trevor  Penning- 
Gospel  with  those  who  can't  ing  is  a  way  she  can  tell  others  ton  are  featured  in  the  2013  In- 
read!  Many  Peruvians  living  [about  Jesus],"  Jennifer  said,  temational  Mission  Study  on 
in  rural  areas  outside  Chavin  "She  sees  this  can  be  beneficial  Peru,  published  by  the  Woman’s 
only  speak  Quechua,  a  difficult  to  so  many  people."  Mission  Union  auxiliary  to  the 

indigenous  language.  Teaching  Despite  the  initial  challenges  Southern  Baptist  Convention, 
bilingual  believers  in  Chavin  to  and  uncertainties,  the  couple  To  learn  more  about  the 

tell  Bible  stories  helps  spread  believes  that  moving  to  Chavin  study,  visit  wmu.com/peru. 


The  curvebaUs  didn't  stop 
coming.  “We  thought  we  were 
going  to  Huaraz,  a  city  of 
50,000,’  Brian  said,  “and  we’re 


Second  prayer  gathering  announced  for  January  13-14 

an  a  NT  A  IBP  and  local  reoorts)  -  entirety  Floyd  said  on  the  website.  Rep-  the  prayers  offered  by  attendees.  Among  Both  the  Dallas  gathering  in  the  fall 

SseSSs  ‘iraEu*-™-—*. 

lliSjHsSo°2r  F^w?SId  .‘tot.  r«T»n«  »  “AldSjiSSSSSiriWArt  )'nd”b.“  *nJ 

TTn  DaZo^rrat^nnl-^Sid"^  oome  down  in  power.  Lord,  I  don't  want  to  we  end  together  Built  upon  the -Word 


ister  through  the  website  and  are  re- 
sponsible  for  their  own  travel  and  hotel 
costs.  Hotel  reservations  must  be  made 
by  Dec.  22  to  secure  a  group  rate  of  $119 
per  night. 

The  meeting  will  involve  ministers 
who  “are  desperate  for  a  move  of  God  in 
our  churches  and  in  our  nation,"  Floyd 
said.  They  realize  to  penetrate  their 
towns,  cities  and  our  nation,  God  will 
have  to  empower  a  mighty  movement  of 
revival  in  the  church  so  we  can  see  spiri¬ 
tual  awakening  in  our  nation." 
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Christians  being 
extorted  in  Egypt 


CAIRO  (BP  and  jocal  reports)  —  in  641  A.D.  They  constitute  the 
Islamic  extremists  ana  crimi-  largest  religious  minority  in 
nals  are  extorting  Christians  in  modem  day  Egypt. 

Egyptian  towns,  while  trouble  One  Coptwho  worked  as  a 
brews  over  the  country’s  new  human  rights  researcher  was 
protest  law  and  constitution.  kidnapped  and  severely’  tortured. 

According  to  Morning  Star  with  the  kidnappers  repeatedly 
News,  a  news  service  reporting  firing  an  automatic  rifle  next 
on  the  persecuted  church.  Is-  to  his  ear.  Morning  Star  News 
lamist  radicals  in  several  Egyp-  reported.  The  shockwaves  and 
dan  towns  have  begun  a  cam-  muzzle  flash  shattered  the  man’s 
paign  of  terrorism  and  extortion  eardrums  and  burned  his  face, 
against  Christians.  Only  after  his  family  paid  50,000 

Muslim  extremists  in  a  num-  Egyptian  pounds  ($7,260)  in 
her  of  towns  are  demanding  ransom  was  he  freed. 

Christians  pay  the  jizya,  a  Quran-  According  to  Morning  Star 

based  fine  cm  non-Muslims  News,  most  of  the  attacks  take 
known  as  the  “humiliation’'  or  place  in  the  Minya  Governors te, 
“submission’ tax.  152  miles  south  of  Cairo,  and  the 

Human  rights  activists  told  Assuit  Govemorate,  200  miles 
Morning  Star  News  that  radi-  south  of  Cairo, 
cals  and  ordinary  criminals  In  one  village,  Watani  Weekly 
have  started  a  cottage  industry  reported,  a  heavily-armed  crimr- 
from  extorting  Christians.  They  mu  group  led  by  a  man  known  as 
threaten  kidnapping,  torture.  “Saddam  Hussein’  threatens  to 
and  murder  to  seize  money  and  kill  Christians  or  their  children 
praperfy  from  Christians  mainly  if  they  don’t  pay  the  jizya.  Many 
in  southAn  Egypt  Copts  have  paid  the  extortion 

"What  you  are  dealing  with  money,  which  can  range  from 


NEW  PARTNERSHIP  —  Audra  Long  daft)  of  New  Orleans,  a  staffer  with  summer  FUGE  camps, 
visited  South  Africa  in  2011  to  build  relationships  and  assess  needs  in  preparation  for  the  upcoming 
five-year  partnership  with  sub-Saharan  Africa.  Here,  she  reads  a  story  to  a  class  at  Johannesburg  Girts 
Preparatory  School.  (IMB  photo) 


FUGE  campers  open  hearts, 
wallets  for  missions  efforts 


RICHMOND,  W  (BP)  —  More  and  thermal  11 
than  $11  million.  That’s  the  amount  kids  warm  thi 
of  money  given  to  missions  at  Life-  winters,  the 
Way  camps  since  1984.  changes  lives. 

ns  incredible,'  said  Mark 
Robbins,  FUGE  camps  coordi¬ 
nator  for  UfeWay  Christian  Re¬ 
sources  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention,  headquartered  in 
NaSnSe^Just  incredible." 

The  collection  is  indeed  in¬ 
credible,  especially  considering _ _  , 

the  offering*  come  from  students  love  and  hear  His  love.' 

ronoino  (Wwn  thinj  nwutn  ikwuuili  r~*  '  _ _ _ I _ _  . 


Islamists  see  persecuting  Chris-  ception  among  Muslims  that 
dans  as  a  rehfpaus  duty.  Copts  are  wealthy  If  someone 

Almost  every  week,  there  are  can't  nay,  be  or  she  must  beg 
reports  of  Coptic  Christians  Idd-  friend*  and  relatives  to  con- 
napped  and  held  for  ransom.  Ezat  tribute,  meaning  one  kidnap- 
Ibrahim,  director  of  the  Minya  ping  can  drain  a  community, 
branch  of  the  Al-Kalema  Human  Landowners  who  do  not  pay 

Rights  Organization,  told  Mom-  have  their  fields  and  livestock  set 
ing  Star  News  that  many  of  the  on  fire, 
victims  were  tortured  so  severely  Thabet  told  Morning  Star 

that  they  could  not  even  speak  News  that  lack  of  police  initia- 
about  what  happened.  tive,  hatred  for  Christians  among 

This  past  month  alone,  we  the  perpetrators,  and  the  failure 
had  nine  cases  of  kidnapping  in  of  the  justice  system  on  behalf  of 
Minya,  and  they  all  paid  their  Christians  leads  to  a  perception 
ransom,  which  was  between  that  Christians  can  be  attacked 
100,000  and  250,000  Egyptian  with  impunity, 
pounds  [US$i4j500  to  $36,3001  "If  you  hurt  a  Christian,  no 
for  each  case,"  Ibrahim  said  ooe  is  going  to  do  anything  to 

Coptic  Christians  are  believ-  you,”  Thabet  said.  “No  one  is  ever 
ers  who  lived  in  Egypt  before  brought  to  justice  in  any  sectar- 

Ml  It)  I  me  nuorran  the  nniinfm  - - : _ _  /-I _ ’..a.- _ » 


ents  died  because  they  didn't  worked  together  for  moruMifcn 

almost  zero  opportunity  to  hear  so IWCs student tean»e«HH< 
about  Jesus.  They  need  to  see  His  alongside  career  missiona5|Hbi 
„  r.  — . - ’  short-term  projects. 

Qinsban  workers  among  the  In  addition.  FUGE  currently  is 
orphans  are  praying  for  more  op-  teaming  with  IMB  workers  in  sub- 
portunihes  to  show  God’s  love,  Saharan  Africa,  its  second  people 
such  as  meeting  their  most  basic  group-specific  initiative  dbee 
need^  Jonessajd.  2006.  the  first  five-year  FUGE 

„.„FVGE  1135  partnered  with  project  involved  the  Roma  people 
IMB  for  years  ana  years,"  Echols  of  Eastern  Europe, 
said.  “Sometimes  the  projects  like  The  value  of  these  relation- 
True  Love  Waits  and  HIV  aware-  ships  to  IMB’s  global  mission  is 
ness  were  a  better  fit  for  teens  significant,  said  Kurt  Holiday,  an 
than  for  kids.  It’s  been  great  this  IMB  strategy  leader  in  sub-Saha - 
year  for  CentriKid  to  focus  on  ran  Africa.  "Knowing  that  50,000 
meeting  the  physical  needs  of  kids  partners  are  joining  with  us  to 
in  an  orphanage  in  East  Asia.'  shatter  the  sflotce  in  sub-Saharan 

When  CentriKid  began  in  Africa  is  tremendously  encourag- 
2001,  UfeWay  combined  the  ing.  The  prayers  offered  [by  camp- 
F1IGE  and  CentriKid  offerings  ers]  give  us  strength  and  the  afler- 
and  gave  them  to  support  stu-  ings  provided  nave  enabled  us 
dent  projects  through  IMB’s  to  dream.’ 

Internationa]  World  Changers  Since  the  FUGE  partneratup 
(IWC).  In  2006,  UfeWay  and  with  sub-Saharan  Africa  began, 
IMB  also  began  identifying  spe-  campers  have  provided  prayer 
rifle  projects  that  allowed  stu-  support  and  funds  fix  a  high  school 
dents  to  pray,  give,  and  go  to  a  sports  ministry  in  Cape  Town, 
specific  people  group.  South  Africa;  helped  refuibfah  a 


water  to  villagers  in  India.  Al-  fion  on  IMlLproects  such  as  One 
though  access  to  water  is  a  lux-  Child  and  One  Cup  of  Water,  visit 
ury  fit  many  villages,  providing  ondifitmaners.org.  For  videos 
clean  water  may  be  as  simple  as  and  additional  information  on 
replacing  a  broken  pump  handle  FUCKs  partnership  with  sub-Sa- 
or  other  equipment  for  existing  haran  Africa,  visit  fugeforufrica 
water  resources.  ora.  For  information  about  Cen- 

Through  an  IMB  project  called  tnKid  camps,  visit  centrikid.com. 


EGYPT  IN  FLAMES  —  This  screenshot  of  a  video  posted 
on  Facebook  in  August  by  the  pastor  of  First  Baptist  Church, 
Cairo  shows  the  smoldering  ruins  of  Beni  Mazer  Baptist 
Church  in  Minya,  Egypy.  (BP  photo) 
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1 1  II  III  is  not  i  i-l.tli  v« 


From  ll 


MCCOOL  CHURCH,  ATTALA  ASSOCIATION,  has  called 
Dick  Hill  as  pastor.  He  is  shown  with  his  wife,  Linda 
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Church  News: 

►  Bethel  Church, 
Columbus,  will  pres¬ 
ent  It's  the  Most 
Wonderful  Time  of 
the  Year  by  the  choir 
and  children  Dec.  15, 
6  p.m. 


Church,  Tytertown, 

held  its  13th  annual 
Judgment  House 
production  Oct  27 
-  Nov.  3.  Over  the 
course  of  the  week 
1,850  attended  with 
116  salvation  deci¬ 
sions  recorded  and 
a  total  of  443  re¬ 
sponses  to  the  gospel 
message,  including 
decisions  for  recom¬ 
mitment  and  prayer  The  children's  cfioir  and  youth  of  CALVARY  CHURCH,  VICKS- 
counseling.  BURG,  presented  Great  Big  Story. 


FIRST  CHURCH,  POLKVILLE.  recently  ordained 
Larry  Reynolds  and  Ben  Lee  as  deacons.  Shown  are 
Reynolds,  Wanda  Reynolds,  pastor  Zach  Kilpatrick. 
Gretchen  Lee,  and  Lee. 


FIRST  CHURCH.  MADISON,  hosted  Wanda 
Lee,  Executive  Director,  WMU,  Sept.  22.  in  celebra¬ 
tion  of  WMU's  125th  anniversary.  Lee  spoke  at  all 
three  services  at  the  church  and  participated  in  a 
luncheon  for  all  WMU  members  and  their  families. 
Shown  are  pastor  Ronnie  Falvey,  Hilda  Westbrook, 
Lee,  and  Mark  Coon. 


OLD  MT.  PISGAH  CHURCH.  CHOCTAW 
COUNTY,  held  a  baby  dedication  recently.  Shown 
are  Zach  Crimm,  Claire  Crimm  holding  baby 
Coleigh  Scott,  Katie  Huffman  holding  baby  boy 
Maddox  Logston,  and  Daniel  Huffman. 


Just  for  the  Record 


In  other 


FIRST  CHURCH.  POTTS  CAMP,  honored  veterans  Nov.  10.  The 
GA's  presented  them  with  thank  you  cards  and  had  favor  bags  for  the 
children. 
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BIBLES  AND  TAPAS  —  Connexxion  student  leaders  in  Seville,  Spain,  hold  weekly  Bible 
discussion  groups  while  enjoying  tapas,  which  are  traditional  Spanish  small  plates  of  food. 
On  this  night,  they  discuss  the  presence  of  God  during  difficult  times.  Southern  Baptist  mis¬ 
sionary  Martha  Moore  conceived  the  idea  of  Connexxion  while  serving  in  Germany,  and  the 
ministry  has  now  spread  to  other  campuses  in  Germany  and  Spain.  (BP  photos) 


GERMANY 
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the  students  who  had  been 
meeting  faithfully  in  two  small 
group  studies  became  known 
as  Connexxion  in  2000.  It  is 
exactly  What  Martha  dreamed 
about:  a  reproducible  evange¬ 
listic  campus  ministry  started 
and  led  by  national  believers. 

Todav,  it  has  spread  to  two 
other  German  campuses  and 
one  campus  in  Seville,  Spain. 

As  Moore  moves  through 
her  apartment  in  Braunsch¬ 
weig,  Germany,  she  lights  sev¬ 
eral  candles  in  her  windowsill 
and  adjusts  a  Christmas  light 
strand  that  stays  lit  year-round. 
Behind  her,  the  windows  reveal 
the  payness  of  the  day. 

"We  don't  see  a  whole  lot  of 
sun  here.  It  can  be  very  depress¬ 
ing,*  she  says. 

She  uses  the  candles  and 
decorative  lights  to  help  coun¬ 
teract  the  darkness  ana  lift  her 
spirits,  but  some  days  she  grabs 
her  journal  and  a  fresh  cup  of 
tea  and  confesses  her  struggles 
to  God. 

It  takes  a  lot  to  break  Moore's 
enthusiasm,  but  on  those  emo¬ 
tionally  dark  days  she  says  that 
God  has  led  her  to  pray  to  be  the 
mist  that  rains  down  His  love 
in  Germany,  where  only  about 
three  percent  of  the  population 
is  evangelical  Christian. 

She  remembers  one  particu¬ 
larly  challenging  time  in  her 
ministry  when  sine  had  trained 
several  leaders,  only  to  have 
them  move  away.  Feeling  wea¬ 
ry,  she  confessed  fo  God  that 
she  didn't  have  the  emotional* 
energy  anymore. 

In  time  and  with  the  prayers 
of  hepfaithful  family  and  friends, 
God  renewed  her  spirits. 

Moore  is  grateful  for  the 
prayers  of  congregations,  like 


On  the  web 
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her  home  churches  of  Christ 
Fellowahip  in  Tampa  and  Sea- 
breese  Church  in  Huntington 
Beach,  Ca.  She  also  appreci¬ 
ates  the  generosity  of  Southern 
Baptists  in  giving  to  the  Lottie 
Moon  Christmas  Offering  for 
International  Missions  and  the 
Cooperative  Program,  which 
support  her  and  nearly  5,000 
other  Southern  Baptu  mission¬ 
aries  around  the  vroric.. 

She  says  most  U.S.  church¬ 
es  don’t  realize  the  spiritual 
lostness  of  the  European  re¬ 
gion  because  many  people  are 
perceived  to  have  access  to 
the  Gospel  there,  but  what’s 
worse  in  Moore’s  mind  than 
not  having  access  to  the  truth 
of  God’s  Word  is  having  it  and 
not  caring. 

Evangelicals,  Moore  ex¬ 
plains,  are  typically  viewed  as  a 
cult  in  Western  Europe. 

Some  Europeans  ding  to  the 
atheist  teaching  of  past  commu¬ 
nism.  Others  are  content  with 
a  nominal  relationship  to  the 
state  churcn. 

The  majority  of  students 
Moore  meets  follow  the  post¬ 
modern  view  that  belief  in  any 
absolute  truth  is  ignorant.  Bib¬ 
lical  teachings  seem  antiquated 
and  constricting  of  their  per¬ 
sonal  freedoms.  Families  dis¬ 
courage  involvement  in  groups 
that  teach  a  change  of  lifestyle 
or  need  for  repentance. 

For  example,  it  had  taken 
time  for  Moore  to  lead  to  faith 
a  young  woman  she  had  met 
when  she  first  moved  to  Jena. 


When  the  young  woman’s  par¬ 
ents  discovered  her  Bible,  they 
tore  it  up. 

With  only  a  few  exceptions, 
the  more  than  30  students  ac¬ 
tive  in  Connexxion  in  Braun¬ 
schweig  are  the  only  Chris¬ 
tians  in  their  families.  Those 
who  choose  to  actively  follow 
Christ  are  routinely  ridiculed 
as  religious  fanatics. 

The  spiritual  ground  of  Ger¬ 
many  is  hardened  to  the  Gos¬ 
pel,  but  Moore  remains  strong 
in  her  belief  that  God  win 
continue  to  do  a  great  work  in 
hearts  there. 

Henning  was  raised  to  hate 
God  but  now  follows  Christ 
with  passion  as  an  active  leader 
in  Connexxion. 

The  only  religion  Birthe 
knew  was  paying  a  yearly  tax 
to  the  state  Protestant  church. 
Now  she  trains  others  to  share 
their  faith  in  Christ. 

Nikola  stands  strong  in  her 
faith,  though  her  family  will  not 
support  it 

Anja  was  so  afraid  in  her 
first  Bible  study  that  she 
never  spoke.  Today  she  leads 
the  Braunschweig  Connexx¬ 
ion  team. 

The  list  of  students  radically 
transformed  by  God's  grace  is 
lengthy,  and  Moore  expects  it  to 
continue  to  grow.  She  loves  the 
challenge  of  reaching  a  commu¬ 
nity  that  most  think  won't  turn 
to  God. 

Moore  is  serving  in  Europe 
through  Southern  Baptists'  gifts 
to  the  Lottie  Moon  Christmas 
Offering  and  the  Cooperative 
Program,  which  fund  the  pres¬ 
ence  and  missions  outreach  of 
nearly  5,000  Southern  Baptist 
missionaries  internationally. 

For  more  information,  visit 
totallyhis.imbresources.org, 
and  connexxionEurope.word- 
presa.com. 
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TRINITY  BAPTIST  C HUNCH,  LAUREL, 
MS  HIGHWAY  II N  W  ACCEPTING  RE¬ 
SUMES  FOR  THE  POSITION  OF  FULL 
TIME  PASTOR.  Pitas*  ter id  return** 

to  Trinity  Baptitt  Church.  35  Trinity  RO, 
laurel,  MS  39443  Ahtnbon  Paator 
Starch  Committee 

UNION  BAPTIST  CHURCH  NEAR 
MERIDIAN.  MS  IS  PRAYERFULLY 
SEARCHING  FOR  A  PART-TIME  MUSIC 
WORSHIP  LEADER.  Em**  your  return* 
to  aahm1434*oi.c«n  or  mail  to  Union 
BapUtt  Church.  196  Hwy  514.  Mtndun. 
MS,  39301 

SEEKING  POSITION  -  Mintotor  of  MiM^ 
Part  Tima- Within  100  mta*  ol  Granada. 
MS  S62-S14-5500 


PART-TIME  YOUTH  PASTOR  SEARCH 
Sand  return**  to:  Canary  Baptist  Church 
Alin:  Youth  Commltta*  P.O  Bo*  80  Ful¬ 
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TILLATOBA  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  TtL- 
LATOBA  MS.  YALOBUSHA  ASSOCIA¬ 
TION,  IS  SEEKING  A  SI-VOCATIONAL 
MUSIC  DIRECTOR.  Plot*#  **nd  return 
to  TWatob*  Baptitt  Church  ABn  Music 
Search  Commrttw  ,  p.O  Bo*  lOl.  T»- 

iatoha.  MS  380*1 _ 

FIRST  BAPTIST  CHURCN  OF  SA7AH- 
TIA  IS  PRAYING  AND  SEARCHING  FOR 
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FBC  ol  SatarUa  P.O  Bo*  42  Samoa. 
Mi**<*»ip(*  391*2 
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the  window,  she  called  Wil¬ 
son.  Wben  Charles  (not  his 
real  name)  was  bleeding  af¬ 
ter  a  knife  fight  and  needed  a 
ride  to  the  hospital,  Wilson 
drove  him. 

For  Wilson,  a  Southern 
Baptist  missionary  to  Scot¬ 
land,  loving  these  young  peo¬ 
ple  is  as  easy  and  as  hard  as 


SheTbeen  a  part  of  their  lives 


'It  saddens  me  that  they  would  choose  to  think 
that  they  can  manufacture  a  life  for  themselves 
that's  greater  than  what  God  can  manufacture  for 
them.  That  saddens  me  that  they  would  want  to 
basically  be  god  in  their  lives.' 


for  more  than  a  decade  and 
seen  their  triumphs  as  well  as 
their  stumbles. 

Wilson  breathes  the  mes¬ 
sage  of  Jesus  into  these  rela¬ 
tionships,  but  it  isn’t  always 
easy.  Sne  has  seen  some  people 
turn  to  Christ  and  continue 
to  follow  Him.  Others,  like 
Graeme,  have  turned  away 
from  their  faith  and  chosen  to 
believe  in  their  own  abilities. 

“It  saddens  me  that  they 
would  choose  to  think  that 
they  can  manufacture  a  life 
for  themselves  that’s  greater 
than  what  God  can  manufac¬ 
ture  for  them,”  says  Wilson. 
“That  saddens  me  that  they 
would  want  to  basically  be 
god  in  their  lives.” 

Many  years  ago,  Wilson  and 
a  ministry  teammate  spray- 


The  kid  that  was  headed  on  YouTube,  Wilson  kept  the 
down  the  path  of  drugs,  vio-  messages  going  back  to  Scot- 
lence,  ana  dropping  out  of  land  and  around  the  world, 
school  graduated  from  the  She  even  recorded  a  special 
University  of  Glasgow,  a  ser-  Christmas  message  that  was 
vice  that  Wilson  attended  sit-  shown  at  Springburn  Acad- 
ting  beside  Graeme's  mother.  emy,  where  Wilson  regularly 
“I  value  her  friendship  im-  counseled  students, 
mensely,”  Graeme  says.  ’’She’s  Her  message  was  clear, 
a  big  source  of  wisdom."  God  can  be  trusted  even  in  the 

Success  was  a  double-edged  midst  of  cancer, 
sword  for  Graeme.  He  moved  “It’s  so  good  that  this  hap- 
away  to  pursue  further  stud-  pened  even  if  all  that  [God] 
ies.  He  saw  others  doing  good  wanted  to  accomplish  was  to 
things  without  relying  on  God,  teach  me  how  to  trust  Him 
and  his  faith  waivered.  even  in  the  midst  of  suffering," 

Graeme  talks  regularly  with  shesays. 

Wilson  over  the  phone  ana  After  dose  to  a  year  back  in 
through  social  media.  ”1  don’t  Glasgow,  the  cancer  returned 
view  nim  as  a  project.  He  is  a  j„  the  form  of  a  brain  tumor, 
person  who  I  love  and  desire  yyjisor.  doesn't  remember 
to  see  God’s  best  in  him.  I  pet  much  about  those  first  weeks 
the  privilege  of  continuing  wf,en  the  tumor  was  discov- 
to  journey  with  him,  believ-  ered  but  she  does  remember 
ing  that  what  God  has  started  t^e  ]ove  that  surrounded  her 
in  him.  He’s  going  to  bnng  frorn  her  friends  there, 
to  completion.  Wilson  returned  to  South 

Wilson  has  to  remind  her-  Caro)jna  j„  February  2013  for 
self  that  God’s  plans  are  not  treatment.  Speaking  from  her 
her  own.  That  message  became  Belfort  home,  Wilson  says  the 
evident  on  a  scheduled  trip  to  hardest  part  for  her  now  is  not 
the  U.S.  in  2011.  She  went  to  hg  .  #  ^r,  ticket  to  Scot- 

the  doctor  to  have  back  pain  land  Her  heart  is  in  Glasgow, 
checked  out.  The  news  in  the  gnd  she  doesn  t  entertain  the 

— -  -  .  11  w°*t  *”e  thought  that  she  won’t  go  back, 

expected  to  hear,  a  canorous  Iq  August  2013,  her  doctors 
tumor  wrapped  her  ^  faer  that  she  wa5  cancer 

spine  that  required  surgery  ^  Wilson  is  hopeful  that  she 
and  chemotherapy.  ..s  majte  a  fu}|  recovery  and  be 

H«  s.,ruf*t  lasted  hack  in  Glasgow  by  early  2014. 

Hodgkin  s  she  is  quick  to  tell  those 

y^i^be  would  s^  heTbS-  who  watch  her  videos  or  read 
&sltkTnd  .win  her  updates,  “God’s  goodnes. 

Through  Facelook  messag-  not  defined  by  my v  * _ 

es  and  vVo  updates  posted  Cam**  can it.ouct  heaven.  The 


in  Glasgow.  Addiction,  vio¬ 
lence,  and  self-sufficiency  war 
against  her  message  of  hope, 
deliverance,  and  surrender. 
She  has  felt  disheartened,  she 
says,  but  she  trusts  in  the  re¬ 
deeming  heart  of  God. 

Graeme  was  one  of  the  kids 
Wilson  met  on  her  neighbor¬ 
hood's  block  of  flats  11  years 
ago.  Alastair  Cochrane,  a  sci¬ 
ence  teacher  at  the  school 
where  Wilson  has  served  as 
chaplain  for  nearly  10  years, 
says  Graeme  was  one  of  the 
kids  who  was  always  in  trou¬ 
ble,  getting  into  fights  and 


painted  the  Gospel  message  in 
pictures  in  an  old  greenhouse, 
a  popular  teen  hangout.  Time 
and  other  graffiti  have  eclipsed 
the  drawings,  but  Wilson  can 
still  see  where  a  youth  who 
used  to  attend  her  Bible  stud¬ 
ies  painted  on  top:  “Nobody 
cares,  Gena." 

Success  is  hard  to  measure 
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pie,"  says  Graeme,  "She  didn't 
fight,  she  didn’t  go  out  and  get 
drunk,  she  didn’t  laze  about  all 
day.  There  was  also  how  she 
lived  her  faith...  trying  to  care 
for  other  people,  trying  to  tell 
them  about  her  faith  and  how 
that  influenced  her.” 

When  Cochrane’s  second 
daughter  was  born,  Wilson 
brought  Graeme  to  her  dedi¬ 
cation.  “It  was  just  the  most 
beautiful  moment  for  me,” 

Cochrane  says.  "This  kid  —  I  - - 

used  to  be  really  scared  for  days  ahead  wasn 
his  future  and  be  quite  un-  *  “ 

comfortable  in  his  presence 
-  celebrated  with  us  that  God 
had  blessed  me  with  a  daugh¬ 
ter.  That’s  what  God  did  with 
Graeme  through  Gena.” 

When  Graeme  started  par-  17 
ticipating  in  school  clubs  with 
Wilson  and  then  Bible  studies 
in  her  flat,  he  made  the  deci¬ 
sion  to  become  a  Christian. 


photographs  and  other  low  resolution  items  that  do  not 
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A  fiortton  of  The  Village  View  is  allocated 
each  month  to  a  list  of  Gifts  of  Honor  and 
Memory  Many  groups  and  individuals 
elect  to  pay  tribute  to  others  through  this 
sensitive  meaningful.  and  helpful 


SEPTEMBER  2013 
MEMORIALS 


Chairman  Smith 

Mias  Lucy  MikeU 
James  “Sonny"  Smith 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Ernest  L 
Scruggs 
Maxine  Smith 

RdeHaSSC,  Morrison 
Heights  BC 
Mrs.  Carolyn  Snell 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Dwight 
McComb 

Ms.  Cathy  J.  McComb 
Carol  Ann  Snowden 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Perry  E. 
Atherton 
Mr.  Joe  Spears 

Mr.  J.V.  Parker 
Mrs.  Ahnedia  "Tootsie’  Spires 
Mrs.  Mildred  K 
WHchen 


Mrs.  Jewel  Tisdale 

Mrs.  SaDy  Heftier  and 
Family 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Woody  (Jewel) 
Tisdale 

Dr.  ft  Mrs.  Robert  M. 
Hanvey 

Mrs.  Kristee  Trammell 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Curtis  A. 


Richard  Truitt 

Mrs.  Myri  McCormick 
O  ' Ban  non  Tucker 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Danny 
Withers 
Gertrude  Verstga 

Arlington  Heights  BC 
‘Mae  Weils 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Bill 


Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Thomas 
D  .  House 
ADen  Stokes 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Michael 
W  Betts 

Mr.  Huey  Summerlin 

Rev.  ft  Mrs.  William 
B.  Webb 
Mrs.  Faye  Tadlock 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Steve 
Weeks 

Mrs.  Marjory  Thornton 
Carey  Goss 
Ms.  Belinda  S. 
Gordon 

14s.  Debra  Thomas 
Ms.  Jane  E.  Nichols 
Ms.  Melinda  Hand 
Ms.  Rita  D.  Murphy 
Mrs.  Willard  Tigrett 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Steve 
Weeks 


Mr.  Chad  White 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Steve 
Weeks 

Thomas  "Buddy*  White 
Conway  BC 
Mrs.  Zama  Williams 

Seekers  SSC.FBC 


LG.  Young 

Concord  BC 


OCTOBER  aoi3 
HONORS 


Mrs.  Kathy  Davis 

Mrs.  Gayle  Cornwell 
Rev.  Stan  Davis 

Adult  III  SSC.  North 
Columbia  BC 
Mrs.  Glenda  Fry 

Mrs.  Dora  L  Mum) 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  BiBy  Russell 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Ronnie  t 
Thaxton 


Mrs.  Sally  M.  Watts 
Dr.  William  Clawson 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Lamont 
Jarrell 
Wallace  Clay 

Ms.  Lisa  Leave!! 

Mr.  Hugh  Cox 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Jim  Bell 
Keith  Crenshaw 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  George  R. 
Faulk 
Len  Curiee 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Charles  R. 
Wilbanks 

Mrs.  Virginia  Darnel) 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Dick 
Robertson 
Dewitt  Davis 

McCoolBC 
Randall  Davis 

Mr.  J.V.  Parker 
Alma  Dickerson 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Jimmy 
Hollingsworth 
Ms.  Margaret  Guyton 
Nadine  Dickerson 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Carl  fC 
Bagwell 

Mr.  David  Dodd 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Jimmy 
Jenkins 

Mrs.  Estelle  Donahoe 
Central  BC 
Dwayne  Donaldson 

Cedi  ft  Penny 
Washington 
Wade  Dootin 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Wayne 
Harris 

Joseph  ‘Joe’  Dousay 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Marion 
Johnston 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Kenneth 
Hall 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Johnny 
Clifton 

Keith  Johnston 
Mr.  Morris  Downs 

Mr  ft  Mrs.  Mike 
Dean 

Mrs.  Betty  Dyeas 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Jimmie  L 


Sylvia  H.  Alford 


Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Brooks  H. 
Polk,  Jr. 


Mr.  Jim  Ballard 


LEAKE  COUNTY  Girls  in  Action  recently  pro- 
vided  Birthday-in-a-Bag  packages  forThe  Baptist 
Children's  Village  campuses. 

Justin  &  Katie  Hayden  Hux 

Bedwell  &  Family  Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Jerry 

Grace  GiBis  Sisco 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Carl  E.  Mrs.  Charlotte  Marie  Jackson 
Derrick  Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Perry  E. 

Mrs.  Sue  Grantham  Atherton 

Mr.  ft  Mis.  Jimmy  Christine  James 

Jenkins  Mrs.  Bobbie  B. 

Mis.  Marion  Grenn  Lannon 

Adult  77  SS  Dept,  Mr.  Tommy  Johnson 

FBC  McComb  Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Curtis  A 

Mrs.  Marion  B.  Grenn  Buchanan 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Jimmy  B.  Amber  Johnston 

Camith  Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Marion 

Lena  Pearl  Griffin  Johnston 

Alan  ft  Barbara  Doyle  Jones 

Storey  Ms.  Disn  Smith 

E.  J.  Grisham  jva  Joyner 

Ms  ShereeUTynes  Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Michael 

Darrell  William  (Gundy)  w  Berts 

Gunderson  Mrs.  Iva  Joyner 

Kathy,  Jayne  Kathryn  TEL  SSC.  Springfiek 

ft  Andrew  Demon  BC 

Jimmy  Wayne  Gunn  Matthew  Kirk 

Ms.  Jeanette  D.  Kirby  Mr  .  ft  Mrs.  Brian  W. 

Dr.  Larry  Hailey  Manning 

Cecil  ft  Penny  Mrs.  Faye  Sawyer  Landrum 

Washington  Mr.  Michael  B.  Hays 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Larry  Terry  Landrum 

Gnemi  Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Hayes 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Ray  Branscome 

Cothran  Mr.  Kenneth  Lee 

Ms.  Carolyn  L.  Mr.ftMrs.  Billy 

Rigdon  Mayfield 

Jerry  Hail  Mrs.  Margie  Lemoine 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Albert  R.  Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Barry 


Rose  B.  Beggs 

Mr.  Charles  W. 
Holmes 

Brice  Cannon  Bishop 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Andy 
Oakes 

James  Micah  "Jimmy"  Bishop 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Wm.  Rex 
Patterson  ft  Family 
Jerry  L  Blades 

Mr  ft  Mrs.  Brooks  H. 
Polk,  Jr. 


Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Ray 
Rounsaville 

Mr.  Larry  Wood  Magee 

Mr  ft  Mrs.  E.  W. 
Speights 

Mr  ft  Mrs.  Gerald 
Wigmgton 
Mrs.  Kenneth  E.  Lee 
Ms.  Peggy  S.  Perrin 
Ms.  Wilma  Nell  Lee 
Miss  Lucy  Mikell 
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Believe  Exclusively  •John  14:1-14 ,  27-29 


Jesus  said  “I  am  the  way,  the  truth, 
and  the  life."  He  did  mean  what  he  said 
-  Jesus  Christ  is  the  only  way  to  salva¬ 
tion,  to  eternal  everlasting  life,  and  to 
Heaven.  There  is  no  truth  but  God’s 
truth  and  Jesus  is  the  truth,  the  highest 
expression  of  His  Father’s  truth.  Faith 
in  Jesus  and  Jesus  alone  is  the  only  way 
to  life. 

Jesus  emphasizes  and  clarifies  it 
further  by  saying:  "No  one  comes  to 
the  Father  except  through  Me,"  John 
14:6  (HCSB).  Jesus  was  speaking  very 
clearly  to  the  ll  because  they  were  fac¬ 
ing  a  great  test  with  His  arrest,  cruci¬ 
fixion,  resurrection,  and  ascension  to 
the  Father. 

Jesus'  followers  were  facing  a  hard 
test  and  He  wanted  to  comfort  and 
strengthen  them.  So  Jesus  said:  “Let 
not  your  heart  be  troubled:  ye  believe 
in  God,  believe  also  in  me,'  John  14:1 
(KJV).  Jesus  wanted  the  disciples  to 
understand  that  in  just  a  few  days  they 
would  not  see  Him  daily  in  the  flesh  but 
He  was  not  going  to  abandon  them.  So 
He  continued:  “In  my  Father’s  house  are 
many  mansions;  if  it  were  not  so,  I  would 
have  told  you.  I  go  to  prepare  a  place  for 
you.  And  if  I  go  and  prepare  a  place  for 
you,  1  will  come  again,  and  receive  you 
unto  myself;  that  where  I  am,  there  ye 
maybe  also,'  John  14:2-3  (KJV). 


These  strong  promises  were  not  pare  each  n 
only  to  first  century  followers  of  JeV  believer  tha 
sus,  they  are  available  to  us  today,  time  comes 
When  modem  Christians  face  extreme  will  come  i 
challenges  they,  too,  can  claim  Jesus’  unto  myself 

E remising  words,  “Let  not  your  heart  may  be  also 
e  troubled:’ We  have  often  used  them  Do  we  e 
at  times  of  death  for  funerals  and  promise  fro 
grave  side  services.  These  words  are  understand 

extremely  _ 

comfort- 
you 
find  your- 

M  Explore  the 

M/  wirt  Don  Hick* 

ther  or 

beside  the  £  | 

tiny  coffin 
of  small 

child  or  baby.  You’re  goi 

What  Bible  believing  follower  of  the  way?” 
Christ  would  not  find  comfort  in  Je-  you  ever  h 
sus’  promise:  “In  my  Father’s  house  is  Heaven? 
are  many  mansions:  if  it  were  not  so,  I  Jesus’  ai 
would  have  told  you.  I  go  to  prepare  a  sionate  un 
place  for  vou.  And  if  I  go  and  prepare  Me,  you  v 
a  placed  for  you,  I  will  come  again,  and  From  now 
receive  you  unto  myself;  that  where  have  seen 
I  am,  there  ye  may  be  also."  This  is  Jesus  also 
a  personal  promise  from  the  Savior  you  ask  M 
Himself  that  He  will  personally  pre-  will  do  it," 


pare  each  mansion  for  the  individual 
believer  that  He  loves.  And  when  the 
time  comes  that  a  follower  dies,  Jesus 
will  come  in  person  to  “receive  you 
unto  myself;  that  where  I  am,  there  ye 
may  be  also,"  John  14:3  (KJV) 

Do  we  ever  fully  understand  this 
promise  from  Jesus?  Did  the  disciples 
understand  Jesus’  promise  that  night? 

No!  Lis¬ 
ten  to  the 
confused 
and  im- 

lore  the  Bible 

DonHIck,  ak  Vto'm-' 

as  said, 
‘we  don’t 
know 
where 

You're  going.  How  can  we  know 
the  way?”  John  14:5  (HCSB).  Have 
you  ever  had  a  child  ask  you  where 
is  Heaven? 

Jesus'  answer  was  one  of  compas¬ 
sionate  understanding:  “If  you  know 
Me,  you  will  also  know  My  Father. 
From  now  on  you  do  know  Him  and 
have  seen  Him,”  John  14:7  (HCSB). 
Jesus  also  promised  his  followers:  “If 
you  ask  Me  anything  in  My  name,  I 
will  do  it,"  John  14:14  (HCSB). 


In  John  14:30  Jesus  tells  the  dis¬ 
ciples  he  won’t  be  talking  much  longer 
because  it  is  now  time  to  put  into  ac¬ 
tion  God’s  plan.  Jesus  tells  them  that 
the  ruler  of  this  world  has  no  power 
over  Him.  Because  Jesus  is  living  and 
acting  in  God’s  power  and  purpose, 
He  can  give  us  true  peace  and  ne  does. 
This  is  the  blessing  Jesus  gives  his  dis¬ 
ciples  (we  today  are  included  in  this]: 
“Peace  I  leave  with  you.  My  peace  I 

S’ve  to  you.  I  do  not  give  to  you  as 
le  world  gives.  Your  heart  must  not 
be  troubled  or  fearful,"  John  14:27 
(HCSB).  This  gift  of  peace  gives  us 
the  ability  to  follow  the  opening  words 
of  this  chapter:  “Let  not  your  heart  be 
troubled:  ye  believe  in  God,  believe 
also  in  me,”  John  14:1  (KJV). 

To  understand  how  strong  God’s 
peace  is,  remember  what  the  disciples 
are  going  to  face  in  the  next  few  hours. 
Jesus  knows  God’s  peace  is  powerful 
enough  to  see  them  through.  Jesus 
said,  "I  have  told  you  now  before  it 
happens  so  that  when  it  does  happen 
you  may  believe,"  John  14:29  (HCSB). 

Hicks  is  a  consultant  in  the  Disci- 
pleship  and  Family  Ministry  Depart¬ 
ment,  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
Board,  and  a  member  of  Brandon 
Church,  Brandon. 


A  Love  You  Can  Experience  •  Romans  5:6-1 1,  18-21 


Only  God  knew  what  lay  ahead  for 
the  young  church  at  Rome  and  He 
wanted  them  secure  in  the  knowledge 
of  His  love  for  them.  In  response  to  the 
moving  of  tbe  Holy  Spirit,  Paul,  a  cho¬ 
sen  vessel  of  tbe  LivingGod,  penned  the 
Book  of  Romans.  In  Chapter  5  he  lays 
out  the  incomparable,  amazing  love  of 
God  and  reminds  believers  how  Christ 
died  for  them  when  they  were  weak  and 
helpless  and  had  nothing  to  offer  God, 
but  He  had  everything  to  offer  them. 

In  due  time,  Christ  died  for  the  un¬ 
godly.  That  would  be  all  of  us.  It  was 
a  move  carefully  orchestrated  by  God. 
The  apostle  Peter  wrote  that  Jesus  was 
the  Lamb  that  was  foreordained  be¬ 
fore  the  foundation  of  the  world,  and 
was  manifested  in  these  last  times  for 
you  (1  Peter  1:20).  God  had  all  bases 
covered.  Everything  was  in  place  and 
everything  took  place  just  as  God  fore¬ 
ordained  when  His  only  begotten  Son 
died  on  the  cross  for  a  world  that  was 
hostile  to  Him. 

David  Guzik  said  in  his  commen¬ 
tary,  “If  the  cross  is  the  ultimate  dem¬ 
onstration  of  God's  love,  it  is  also  the 
ultimate  demonstration  of  man's  ha¬ 
tred.  It  also  proves  that  the  height  of 
man's  hatred  can't  defeat  the  height  of 
God’s  love." 

What  amazing  proof  God  gave  the 


world  of  His  love  for  us  in  sending  Je¬ 
sus  to  the  cross.  Has  a  king  ever  died  to 
redeem  all  his  enemies  before?  Kings 
of  old  usually  did  everything  in  their 
might  to  wipe  out  their  enemies.  Cer¬ 
tainly  they  would  never  die  so  that  all 
their  enemies  might  live. 

As  a  result  of  Christ’s  obedience  to 
the  will  of  the  Father,  we,  as  believers, 
have  much  to  rejoice  in.  We  can  sine 
with  the  psalmist.  Blessed  be  the  Lord, 

Who  daily 
1  o  a  d  e  t  n 
us  with 

S3  Bible  Studies  for  Life  Sfe? 

salvation  with  Patsy  Fost  mX 

(Psalm  - 

68:19)-  ^ 

We  are  no 
longer  en¬ 
emies  of  ...  ,  , 

God  and  alienated  from  Hun,  but  we 
have  been  reconciled  to  God  through 
Jesus  Christ.  By  shedding  His  blood 
for  the  remission  of  our  sins,  Jesus 
bridged  the  gap  between  us  and  the  fa¬ 
ther.  What  we  lost  through  Adam  was 
restored  to  us  through  Jesus  Christ. 

John  10:10  records  that  Jesus  came 
that  we  might  have  life  and  have  it 
more  abundantly . 


with  Patsy  Foster 


Paul  goes  on  from  the  love  and  rec¬ 
onciliation  of  God  to  the  contrast  be¬ 
tween  Adam  and  Christ  and  the  law  and 
grace.  He  explains  that  Adam's  one  sin 
brought  judgment  and  condemnation 
upon  all,  but  by  the  righteous  act  of 
Christ,  the  free  gift  was  made  available 
to  all  so  that  they  might  be  justified. 
Does  this  mean  that  all  will  accept  the 
free  gift  of  salvation  just  because  it’s 
offered?  No.  When  a  gift  is  given,  it 
is  not  nec- 

■  essariU 

■  - 

Some  will 

ir  Life  Sp***  **■. 

■T  ,  cause  of 

tr  ■  V.  *  the  giver; 

■  :JP^  1  others, 

/  a  because 

■  ■  ”  of  pride. 

Still  oth¬ 
ers  will  reject  it  because  they  don’t 
value  it  or  the  price  that  was  paid  for  it. 

Physically  we  were  born  into  Adam  s 
family  and  inherited  the  guilt  and  the 
tendency  to  sin.  Therefore  the  wrath 
of  God  was  on  us.  However,  God  pro¬ 
vided  a  way  that  we  might  trade  His 
judgment  for  His  forgiveness  and  be 
born  again  unto  eternal  life,  into  His 
forever  family.  When  we  accept  this 


fr—-  gift  of  salvation  which  Jesus  paid 
the  ultimate  price  for,  we  belong  to 
Him  and  are  free  from  the  curse  of  the 
law,  the  law  that  was  impossible  for  us 
to  perfectly  keep.  The  New  American 
Commentator  states  that  the  law  was 
never  intended  to  provide  salvation 
but  to  convince  people  of  their  need 
for  salvation. 

“If  sin  abounded  under  the  law,  then 
grace  abounded  much  more  under  Je¬ 
sus.  Many  people  have  the  idea  that 
where  grace  reigns,  there  will  be  a  dis¬ 
regard  for  righteousness  and  a  casual 
attitude  towards  sin.  But  that  isn  t 
tbe  reign  of  grace  at  all.  Grace  reigns 
through  righteousness,  and  grace 
teaches  righteousness."  (Guzik) 

For  the  grace  of  God  that  brings  sal¬ 
vation  bas  appeared  to  all  men,  teach¬ 
ing  us  that  denying  ungodliness  and 
worldly  lusts,  we  should  live  soberly, 
righteously,  and  godly  in  this  present 
age  (Titus  2:11-12). 

Let  the  redeemed  humbly  remem - 
,  ber  where  God  has  brought  us  from 
and  what  He  has  saved  us  from  and  let 
us  dare  to  reach  out  to  those  bound  by 
sin's  misery  that  they  too  may  come  to 
know  tbe  immeasurable  love  of  God. 

Foster  is  a  member  of  Murphy 
Creek  Church,  Louisville. 


coot  from  p.2 

doing  ministry.  It  always  sur¬ 
prises  me  when  a  verse  comes 
to  mind  that  will  comfort 
someone  in  the  midst  of  an 
earthquake  or  tsunami. 


“GAs  cast  the  vision  for 
sharing  the  Gospel  with  your 
friends,  family  and  beyond. 
Kind  of  crazy  to  think  that 
something  I  learned  in  a  small 
town  in  Kansas  also  works 
in  spreading  the  Gospel  in 
Southeast  Asia. 

Amanda  and  Susie  are  just 


two  examples  among  thou¬ 
sands  today  who  are  support¬ 
ed  through  the  Lottie  Moon 
Christmas  Offering  and  our 
Cooperative  Program  gifts. 
They  also  represent  many  who 
felt  the  impact  of  missions 
education  as  a  child. 

They  are  our  “Lottie 


Moons"  of  today.  Their  story 
of  faith  and  commitment  to 
serve  and  share  Christ  with 
those  waiting  to  hear  can 
also  be  our  story  as  we  follow 
Christ  each  day. 

Happy  anniversary,  Lot¬ 
tie  Moon  Christmas  Offering 
and  WMU!  Mav  you  continue 


to  flourish  and  grow  together 
until  all  know  of  the  Savior's 
love  and  forgiveness. 

Lee  is  executive  director- 
treasurer  of  WMU,  based  in 
Birmingham,  AI.  For  more 
information,  visit  imb.org/ 
offering. 
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Boot  camp  prepares  missionaries  for  tough  locales 


UNDISCLOSED  (IMB)  -  Eigh¬ 
teen  Southern  Baptist  mission¬ 
aries  and  their  kids  watched 
with  mixed  emotions  as  the 
twin-prop  plane  took  off  from 


barrels  and  pump  it  into  their 
homes.  They  and  their  children 
quickly  discovered  how  to  avoid 
the  huge  thorn  trees  that  lurked 


the  jungle  airstrip,  headed  back 
to  die  city.  As  they  stood  sur¬ 
rounded  by  wide  rivers  and 
miles  of  dense  Amazon  rain  for¬ 
est  on  all  sides,  reality  began  to 
sink  in.  They  were  on  their  own. 

The  group  trudged  through 
mud  and  stifling  heat,  loaded 
down  with  children,  suitcases, 
and  boxes  of  supplies  before  ar¬ 
riving  at  the  camp  —  a  row  of 
simple  wooden  cabins  beside  a 
river  that  would  be  home  for  the 
next  month. 

The  missionaries,  some  new 
and  some  veterans  but  all  sup¬ 
ported  by  Southern  Baptists' 

Lottie  Moon  Christmas  Offering 
and  the  Cooperative  Program, 
were  the  first  group  to  arrive  at 
the  new  Internationa)  Mission 
Board  (IMB)  jungle  training 
center  designed  to  help  mis¬ 
sionaries  learn  to  live  and  work 
in  tough  rural  places. 

Donny  Barger,  an  IMB 
missionary  ana  trainer  who 
helped  start  the  camp,  said 
the  program  will  better  pre¬ 
pare  missionaries  going  to 
work  among  the  nearly  230 
unengaged,  unreached  people 
groups  living  in  isolated  places 
throughout  the  Americas. 

That's  230  people  groups 
that  are  less  than  two  percent 
evangelical  Christian  and  who 
have  no  one  seeking  to  reach 
them  with  the  Gospel 

“One  of  the  things  we  hear 
most  often  from  missionaries  _  .  - 

after  they  complete  their  first  One  trainee,  Lisa  Williams 
term  is,  T  really  wish  someone  (™*  her  real  name),  had  an  even 
would  have  helped  me  under-  more  pressing  concern  as  she 
stand  what  it  was  really  going  to  warily  at  the  river  flowing 


over  who  could  catch  the  big¬ 
gest  piranha  or  wolf  fish  for 
dinner.  Killing  scorpions  and 
tarantulas  became  routine,  and 
it  was  understood  that  privacy 
and  silence  didn’t  exist  during 
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Experienced  missionaries 
gave  bps  on  being  a  strong,  god- 

NO  TURNING  BACK  —  After  flying  into  the  Amazon  jungle,  eight  missionary  families  lug  ly  family  in  isolated  places, 
their  baggage  through  a  village  and  down  a  long  path  from  the  airstrip  to  a  new  IMB  jungle  The  group  practiced  leam- 

training  camp.  Participants  spend  a  month  at  the  camp  developing  skills  to  learn  to  minister  ing  difficult,  non-written  lan- 
in  rough,  isolated  places  of  service.  (IMB  photo)  guages.  Participants  learned  to 

tell  simple  Bible  stories  to  those 

learning  how  to  set  up  a  home  ble  and  lower  my  expectations."  ers  emphasized  that  the  goal  who  can't  read,  and  each  family 
in  the  jungle,  asking  basic  ques-  Barger  said  going  in  unpre-  was  to  teach,  not  torture.  developed  evangelism  plans  for 

tions  such  as  "Where  will  we  pared  was  a  planned  part  of  the  For  more  than  a  decade,  their  specific  people  group, 

sleep?’ “Is  the  river  safe  to  swim  experience.  “If  you  tell  them  ev-  IMB  missionary  Jake  Johnson  Each  day’s  schedule  also  in- 


make  big  mistakes  with  your 
people  group  that  takes  you  a 
long  time  to  get  out  of.’ 

As  the  older  kids  set  off  to 
explore  their  new  surround¬ 
ings  the  confused  adults  began 


National  African  American  Fellowship 
announces  selection  of  official  curriculum 

can  American  Fellowship  (NAAg)  has  cho-  LifeWay  launched  the  resource  in  Fall  Study  at  LifeWay  OmSianStoft*  and  oth- 

study  2^  to  provide  culturally  relevant,  B&le-  er  local  Christian  bookstores,  or  order  00- 
m  its  official  adult  cumcuhim,  the  group  baaed  teaming  opportunities  attractive  to  line  at  www.hfcway.cofn/you.  The  current 
nas  announced.  a  target  audience  of  African  American,  ur-  study  quarter  began  Dec.  2 

With  the  dewgnakjon,NAAFvnIlencour-  ban,  and  multicultunl  churches.  ^AAFtrea^ra  Mark  Croaton,  in  hfc 

y  African  American,  urban,  and  multkul-  “We  at  LifcWay  are  thrilled  to  partner  concurrent  new  rote  as  UfcWa/s  national 
fatal  dnmcfics  to  use  YOU  in 1  adult  Sunday  with  NAAF,  and  to  Mp  provide  a  Bible  director  of  black  church  partneTsf^T^Ul 

Study  that  sneaks  to  pe^e  of  diverae  back-  serve  ss  YOU  general  editorrewwing 

S^^?£w“°rl^?e?Cspub'  8™?“!?  strenfth“  cumcuhum  Cronon  is  fanner  paste? 

hstogenbty,  LifeWay  Christian  Resources  then  relationship  inChnst,’  said  YOUcno-  of  East  End  Chun*  in  Suffolk,  Va^ands 
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